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therefore say closing the digital divide is a
righteous cause.

In his last Sunday sermon, he ended with
a prayer that said, ‘‘God grant us all a chance
to be participants in the newness and mag-
nificent development of America.’’ That’s
what this is all about. We need more people
Julian. We need more people like you, not
only clapping for people like Julian but help-
ing them to live their dreams.

We do that when we help young people,
when we help seniors in rural America get
medical advice over the Internet, when we
create tools that allow people with disabilities
to open new doors of possibility. We give our
neighbors a chance to participate in this as-
tonishing American renaissance. We have
done something that would have made Dr.
King proud. And the new technology of the
digital age gives us a chance to do it for more
people, more quickly, more profoundly, than
at any time in human history. It’s up to us
to seize that opportunity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to computer skills teacher and website
developer Julian Lacey, who introduced the Presi-
dent; Harris Wofford, Chief Executive Officer,
Corporation for National and Community Service;
Robert L. Johnson, chairman and chief executive
officer, BET Holdings, Inc.; Gov. Parris N.
Glendening of Maryland; and Morton Bahr, presi-
dent, Communication Workers of America.

Statement on Maryland State Action
on Gun Safety Legislation
April 4, 2000

Last night the Maryland Legislature took
an important step forward to address the
problem of gun violence by passing common-
sense gun legislation. I commend the Gov-
ernor and the legislature for their efforts to
enact key gun safety measures that will,
among other things, require built-in child
safety locks on handguns, ballistics testing for
newly manufactured handguns to help solve
more gun crimes, and safety training for
handgun purchasers.

Maryland joins a growing number of States
across the country that are taking actions to
make guns safer and to keep guns out of the

wrong hands. The Congress should follow
their lead and make passage of commonsense
gun legislation its top priority. I challenge the
Congress to enact gun safety legislation be-
fore the one-year anniversary of the Col-
umbine tragedy on April 20th.

Statement on the Democratic
Amendment to the Budget
Resolution
April 4, 2000

Today the Senate begins its work on its
budget and, in so doing, will lay out its invest-
ment and reform priorities for the FY 2001
budget. The Senate Democrats, under the
leadership of Senator Robb and Senator
Daschle, will be offering an amendment to
this budget resolution designed to put Amer-
ica’s priorities in order. This amendment in-
sists that we do first things first and mod-
ernize Medicare with an affordable, acces-
sible, and voluntary Medicare prescription
drug benefit for all seniors. Once we’ve done
that, we can move forward with a sensible
tax cut.

I commend the supporters of this amend-
ment because I believe it reflects good pol-
icy, the will of the American people, and ad-
dresses a long-standing unmet need. We
should not be recklessly spending money on
an excessive tax cut before we take action
to ensure that all seniors have the potentially
life-saving choice of a prescription drug ben-
efit. It is my hope that every Member of the
Senate will support this critically important
amendment.

Statement on Senate Inaction on the
Supplemental Budget Request
April 4, 2000

I am very disappointed that Senator Lott
plans to deny prompt consideration of the
urgent and essential needs in my 2000 sup-
plemental request, including helping victims
of Hurricane Floyd, providing energy assist-
ance for families struggling with rising oil
prices, helping keep illegal drugs out of our
country by supporting the Colombian Gov-
ernment’s fight against drug traffickers, and


